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Department of Health Promotion, Education, and Behavior
Arnold School of Public Health
March 29, 2014
Dr. James A. Busser, Editor in Chief
Journal of Park and Recreation and Administration
Dear Dr. Busser:

On behalf of my co-authors, I am pleased to submit our manuscript entitled “Demographic differences in perceptions of outdoor recreation areas across a decade” as a standard peer-reviewed paper for exclusive publication consideration in the Journal of Park and Recreation Administration. This report describes a study in which we comprehensively examined differences in reported awareness of, perceptions of safety within and use of parks, trails, and other outdoor opportunities for recreation among various demographic subgroups across a decade within a semi-rural county of South Carolina. During the decade between assessments, various efforts took place within the community, including social marketing and promotion of local resources for recreation. The current data suggest that ongoing efforts to monitor perceptions about parks and recreational services may provide insightful information about how to promote use of parks, trails, and other outdoor recreation areas. Examining these data by demographic subgroups across time points revealed specific populations that might be at risk for decreased use and physical activity based on awareness and perceptions of outdoor opportunities for recreation. 
All authors listed on the paper have seen and approved the manuscript and we have no financial or other conflicts of interest or support to declare. The study was approved by the Institutional Review Board at the University of South Carolina.
Given the growing emphasis on contextual influences on health behaviors and the importance of increasing and ensuring awareness of health-promoting resources, including parks and trails, we feel our paper will be of interest to JPRA readers. If you have any questions or concerns about this submission, please do not hesitate to contact me at (803) 777-1502 or childst@email.sc.edu. Thank you for considering our work and we look forward to hearing from you in due course.

Sincerely,
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Stephanie Child, MPH
Doctoral Candidate
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